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This was a bombshell for Nanking, and the
Secretary-General of the Kuomintang hastened to
deny such malicious allegations, deploring the fact
that "a paper with such high standards of reporting
should have become a medium for such inaccurate
reports." But the North China Daily News was un-
repentant, and continued to thunder, though rather
more gently. The appearance of these articles was
the most encouraging sign yet: and it was not
irrelevant that they should have appeared in a
British journal.
For "cleansing the Augean stables" at Nanking
meant, in effect, reorganising the Government along
the lines recommended by Chang Hsueh-liang in his
original manifesto. A new policy for China was in
sight, and it seemed that it might be able to count on
powerful allies. But the "dangerous clique" was
pretty well entrenched at Nanking; and it appeared
that Chiang Kai-shek, whether or not he had the
will to challenge them, was going to take his time
about it. He retired for a month's rest to his native
town of Fenghua, thus leaving the field open to the
"pro-Japanese elements" in the Government. The
War Office in Tokio had made clear what it thought
of a United Front policy in China, and Nanking took
the hint. The concentration of Central troops at
Tungkwan was alarming.
Inside Sian, the reports that Nanking was massing
troops for attack caused a natural dismay. A "peace
delegation" of bankers and industrialists left for
Nanking on January 6th, but was not allowed through
the lines at Tungkwan. On the same day, Yang Hu-
cheng and the ten highest commanders in the Tungpei